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How quickly things can change. This publication was created to help 
support the fundraising and special events for The Blue Mountains. In 
less than a week 4 pages of events becomes 0 events. 

For those who bought tickets for events that were cancelled, if 
possible, consider not asking for a refund. This will show your support 
to all the groups and volunteers who spend hours creating so many 
great opportunities for us to enjoy theatre, art, sports, dinners and 
music and we know the organizers were very disheartened with 
making tough decisions about cancelling. 

Words and feelings of despair are everywhere however there is 
always hope and good things still happen - a budding artist.
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Join me for #TheXperience in Vegas for my final dates in November 2020 ✨ |
#LoyalBraveTrue out now! 👇👇
disneymusic.co/Mulan
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Staying home and making
art with this little one. While we
distance ourselves and keep our
communities safe, I encourage you
to get creative - find ways to do the
all the little things that make you
happy. Life is a gift and sometimes it
takes these hard reminders to
realize all that we have and what we
live for...the things that REALLY
matter. Thinking of everyone around

xtina
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What is the Town doing in response to COVID-19?
The Town of The Blue Mountains places the health of our residents 

and visitors first, and as such, we are ensuring open lines of 
communication with the Public Health Unit and Grey Bruce Regional 
Health Services. As the regional leader, we are following the advice 
and best practices as recommended by the Public Health Unit.
Facility Closures and Cancellations

The Town has closed all municipal facilities, effective immediately 
until April 17, 2020. Facility closures include: Town Hall, L.E. Shore 
Libray, Beaver Valley Community Centre, Craigleith Community 
Centre and Ravenna Hall. All scheduled public information centres, 
and public meetings have also been postponed until a later date.

In addition, all Committee of the Whole, Council Meetings and 
Committee of Council and Board meetings have been cancelled until 
April 17th, with the exception of the Monday, March 30th, Special 
Meeting of Council. The meeting will be live-streamed to the Town 
website for the purposes of: 
• the appointment of an individual to fill the vacant seat of Council 

including the swearing in of an individual to Council
• to approve the recommendations and minutes of the March 10th, 

2020 Committee of the Whole and the March 16th, 2020 Special 
Committee of the Whole meeting;

• to consider recommendations regarding the 2020 Draft Budget, 
including consideration of adoption of the 2020 Draft Budget;

• any additional time sensitive reports as approved by the Chief 
Administrative Officer in consultation with the Mayor and/or 
Deputy Mayor; and

• to consider recommendations regarding Council participation at 
an electronic Council Meeting, where required

Continued Municipal Operations
The Towns leadership team is meeting regularly to assess the 

situation. All critical and essential municipal services will continue 
to operate as normal. The Town will continue to offer online services 
and phone services by calling 519-599-3131.
Online Services
• Service Request Submission
• By-law Enforcement Complaint Submission
• Parking Ticket Payments
• Building Permit Submission
• Library Virtual Branch
• Library Holds Request

www.thebluemountains.ca/online-services.cfm

The novel coronavirus is causing panic worldwide, 
but one thing may benefit from the social isolation: 
the environment.

The COVID-19 outbreak hit countries like Italy really hard, forcing 
officials to intervene and ask citizens to go into lockdown. As a result, 
people stayed indoors, business shuttered their windows, cars stayed 
parked and families hunkered down to protect themselves from 
getting sick. The Venice canal, typically bogged down with tourists 
in gondolas and cruise ships, is now crystal clear. And while the city 
is generally bustling with tourists riding gondolas and going from 
island to island on water taxis and motorboats, Venice, much like the 
rest of Italy, is now quiet. Photos taken across Venice show seaweed 
on the canals’ bottoms, while photos of the nearby island of Burano 
show fish and swans in the water. The office of Venice Mayor Luigi 
Brugnaro said marine life has long lived in the canals, though less 
boat traffic means it’s more visible.

Since Jan. 1, air quality in China has significantly improved, too, per 
pollution monitoring satellites from NASA and the European Space 
Agency. 

Pollution in the city is mostly caused by motor vehicles, marine 
vessels, and power plants in Hong Kong and around the Pearl River 
Delta, the government says. The declines in harmful pollutants came 
in direct correlation with the Hong Kong government’s introduction 
of measures including working from home procedures, the closure of 
some public facilities, and a partial closure of the border with China. 
A drop in pollution in mainland China during this period also resulted 
in less regional smog from the industrial powerhouse cities in the 
southern province of Guangdong.

A day at home - photo found on Instagram  @xtina

Mayor Soever Expected to Return Next Week
“Mayor Soever has been monitoring and been in contact with 

Deputy Mayor Potter and myself over the past two weeks regarding 
the COVID-19 pandemic and we look forward to his return and 
leadership,” explained Chief Administrative Officer Shawn Everitt.

“I would like to extend my gratitude to Deputy Mayor Rob Potter 
and to all members of Council for their support and dedication 
during Mayor Soevers absence”.

“I look forward to returning to my duties as Mayor,” explained Mayor 
Alar Soever. “I understand and respect my health needs, and would 
like to assure residents that I am feeling well and ready to assume 
my duties subject to the advice of my doctor. I will be working 
collaboratively with the Council and the Town’s Senior Management 
Team to deal with the effect of the COVID-19 crisis on our residents. 
Our first priority continues to be ensuring the continued operation of 
critical and essential municipal services. We are also looking at ways 
we can work with other levels of government to assist our residents 
with any economic hardships brought on by the COVID-19 crisis.”
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In Thornbury
New Orleans Pizza 
will reopen March 23rd from 11-
7. Take out only  519-599-1114
Corner Cafe & Grill
Take out available  -  Back Door 
Entrance  226-665-8800  
Winnifreds Pub
Call for take out  519-599-2217 
Orchid Restaurant
Open 8am-2pm. Take out Only
519-599-5944  
Thornbury Bakery 
Take out and non-contact 
delivery only. Call 519.599.3311 
for delivery area & minimums 
The Cheese Gallery: 
Open for grocery orders and take 
out 9-4
Ashanti Thornbury: take out only - 
Open 9-5; 519-599-5615
Good Grief Coffee: takeout only - 
open daily until 4
Tim Horton’s: drive through & 
takeout only 
Bread and Butter Co. 
Take out only

COVID-19 Assessments 
Centres to open in 
Grey-Bruce
Grey Bruce Health Services – 
Owen Sound Regional Hospital
Portable facility just outside the 
entrance to the Owen Sound 
Hospital Emergency Department
12:00 PM – 8pm, 7 days per week

 South Bruce Grey Health Centre 
– Kincardine Hospital
Portable facility located between 
hospital and medical clinic
9am-5pm, 7 days per week

Hanover & District Hospital
Main entrance to the hospital
10am– 4pm, Monday to Friday

The Assessment Centres are 
for individuals with symptoms 
of COVID-19 who are having 
difficulty managing at home. 
Please follow these guidelines to 
determine if you should come.
1.   If you do not have symptoms 
of COVID-19, please do not come 
to the Assessment Centre.
2. If you have mild symptoms, 
and you can manage at home, 
please stay home and self-isolate.  
Do not come to the Assessment 
Centre. Information on self-
isolation, as well as guidance for 
care givers and family members 
in the home, is available here: 
www.ontario.ca/coronavirus.
3. If you have symptoms, and are 
struggling at home, come to an 
Assessment Centre.
4. If you are very ill, go to the 
nearest Emergency Department 
or call 911.

Appointments are not 
necessary. Patients will be pre-
screened, and will be asked to 
wash their hands and put on a 
mask prior to entry.  To reduce 
risk and traffic within the Centres, 
only those patients who require 
assistance will be permitted to 
bring a support person with 
them into the facilities.

Following screening at the 
Assessment Centres, patients will 
be sent home to self-isolate and 
monitor symptoms, unless the 
patient is critically ill and requires 
hospitalization.  The most 
common symptoms of COVID-19 
are fever, cough, and difficulty 
breathing. Most patients 
experience mild symptoms, and 
recover fully without treatment 
within two weeks.

(519) 370-2400 ext. 2281
mlegge@sbghc.on.ca

Panic buying knows no 
borders.

Shoppers everywhere have 
caught toilet paper fever on 
the back of the COVID-19 
coronavirus. Shop shelves are 
being emptied as quickly as they 
can be stocked.

This panic buying is the result 
of the fear of missing out. It’s 
a phenomenon of consumer 
behaviour similar to what 
happens when there is a run on 
banks.

A bank run occurs when 
depositors of a bank withdraw 
cash because they believe it 
might collapse. What we’re 
seeing now is a toilet-paper run.

Coordination games
A bank holds only a fraction of 

its deposits as cash reserves. This 
practice is known as “fractional-
reserve banking”. It lends out as 
much of its deposits as it can – 
subject to a banking regulator’s 
capital-adequacy requirements – 
making a profit from the interest 
it charges.

If every customer simultan-
eously decided to withdraw all 
of their deposits, the bank would 
crumble under the liability.

Why, then, do we not normally 
observe bank runs? Or toilet 
paper runs?

A Hong Kong pharmacy orders 
in extra toilet paper in early 
February, as people panic buy. 
Jerome Favre/EPA

The answer comes from Nobel-
winning economist John Nash 
(played by Russell Crowe in the 
2001 movie A Beautiful Mind). 
Nash shared the Nobel prize 
in economics for his insights 

in game theory, notably the 
existence of what is now called a 
“Nash equilibrium” in “games”.

Both banking and the toilet-
paper market can be thought 
of as a “coordination game”. 
There are two players – you and 
everyone else. There are two 
strategies – panic buy or act 
normally. Each strategy has an 
associated pay-off.

If everyone acts normally, we 
have an equilibrium: there will 
be toilet paper on the shop 
shelves, and people can relax 
and buy it as they need it.

But if others panic buy, the 
optimal strategy for you is to do 
the same, otherwise you’ll be left 
without toilet paper. Everyone is 
facing the same strategies and 
pay-offs, so others will panic buy 
if you do.

The result is another 
equilibrium – this one being 
where everyone panic buys.
Preventing coordination 
failure

So either no one panic buys 
(a successful coordination) or 
everyone does (a coordination 
failure).

The fear of everyone else panic 
buying has made some people 
panic buy as well. But those 
who are panic buying are not 
acting irrationally. They’re not 
stupid! They are executing an 
optimal strategy because the 
fear has a basis in reality: many 
people have experienced going 
to supermarkets and finding 
empty shelves.

Obviously, though, only one 
of these equilibria is desirable. 
So what can we do to prevent 
coordination failure?

One solution is a market 
mechanism – allowing the price 
of toilet paper to increase to 
reduce demand. This is unlikely 
to happen, though, given the 
potential backlash associated 
with “price gouging”.

There are two other solutions.
The first is for the government 

to step in as guarantor.
In 2008, for example, the 

market crash engendered by 
the subprime mortgage crisis 
left multiple Australian banks 
vulnerable to depositor runs. 
In response, the Australian 
government announced 
a guarantee scheme for 
deposits. Depositors, assured 
the government would cover 
their losses even if their bank 
collapsed, no longer had the 
fear of being caught out by not 
withdrawing their savings.

In the case of toilet paper, the 
government acting as guarantor 
might involve holding a strategic 
stockpile of toilet paper. But 
all things considered – from 
logistics to costs – this probably 
isn’t a very good idea.

The second solution is to ration 
the commodity – putting limits on 
the amount a customer can buy. 
Imperfect though these buying 
limits are, they are feasible, as 
shown by the restrictions put in 
place by Australia’s supermarkets. 
www.theconversation.com

OR IT IS THE LARGEST ITEM ON THE 
SHELVES AND STORE 
OWNERS CAN’T 
REPLACE IT QUICKLY 
ENOUGH SO BUYERS 
THINK THERE IS A 
SHORT SUPPLY? 
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Ontario Taking Another 
Step to Integrate the Health 
Care System

Ontario is building healthier and safer communities by taking 
further steps to end hallway health care and build an integrated, 
connected health care system. Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier and 
Minister of Health, issued a transfer order under the Connecting Care 
Act, 2019 to transfer the Ontario Telemedicine Network (OTN) to 
Ontario Health, the province’s new health agency. The transfer will 
take effect on April 1, 2020.

“Our government is breaking down silos within the health care sector 
as part of our plan to end hallway health care and build a modern, 
sustainable and connected health care system for current and future 
generations,” said Elliott. “A new health agency with one strategy and 
one set of priorities, the province is able to leverage the best practices 
and combine expertise from all the health agencies and now Ontario 
Telemedicine Network. This will ultimately better support health care 
providers with the tools, resources and information to deliver high-
quality care to Ontarians.”

The transfer of OTN into Ontario Health will further pave the way 
for digital-first approaches to health care in Ontario and improve the 
integration and efficiency of virtual care across the health care system. 
Based on feedback and guidance from Ontario Health, the transfer of 
the health system funding, planning and coordination functions of 
the Local Health Integration Networks (LHINs) will be postponed as 
the province continues to actively respond to COVID-19. Plans will be 
made to transfer these functions into Ontario Health at a later date.

“Now more than ever, everyone at Ontario Health is united behind 
a commitment to supporting front line providers as they continue 
delivering high-quality health care services to Ontarians, where 
and when they need them,” said Matthew Anderson, President and 
CEO of Ontario Health. “To this end, we are applying the collective 
knowledge and critical skills of all the organizations and individuals 
who have transferred in, which will soon include our great colleagues 
at OTN, to all areas of health care.”

Ontario has a comprehensive plan to end hallway health care, which 
includes making investments and advancing new initiatives across 
four pillars:

Prevention and health promotion: keeping patients as healthy as 
possible in their communities and out of hospitals.

Providing the right care in the right place: when patients need 
care, ensure that they receive it in the most appropriate setting, not 
always the hospital. This includes expanding access to home and 
community care.

Integration and improved patient flow: better integrate care 
providers to ensure patients spend less time waiting in hospitals 
when they are ready to be discharged. Ontario Health Teams will play 
a critical role in connecting care providers and, in doing so, helping 
to end hallway health care.

Building capacity: build new hospital and long-term care beds 
while increasing community-based services across Ontario. 

Quick Facts
The five agencies transferring into Ontario Health are: Cancer 

Care Ontario; Health Quality Ontario; eHealth Ontario; Health 
Shared Services Ontario; and HealthForceOntario Marketing and 
Recruitment Agency.

The 14 LHINs have been clustered into five interim geographic 
regions and will be led by five transitional regional leads. The new 
appointees are: Bruce Lauckner (West), Scott McLeod (Central), 
Tess Romain (Toronto), Renato Discenza (East), and Rhonda Crocker 
Ellacott (North).

Trillium Gift of Life Network will transfer in at a later date to ensure 
there will be no disruption to patients and families involved with 
organ and tissue donation.

LHIN functions will eventually transition into Ontario Health or 
to local Ontario Health Teams over time based on a careful plan the 
ministry is developing with Ontario Health and LHINs.

Canada’s COVID-19 Economic 
Response Plan: Support for 
Canadians and Businesses

The Government of Canada is taking immediate, significant and 
decisive action to help Canadians facing hardship as a result of the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

On March 18, 2020, the Prime Minister announced a new set of 
economic measures to help stabilize the economy during this 
challenging period. These measures, delivered as part of the 
Government of Canada’s COVID-19 Economic Response Plan, will 
provide up to $27 billion in direct support to Canadian workers and 
businesses.
Support for Canadians

  Income Support for Individuals Who Need it Most;   
Flexibility for Taxpayers;   
Mortgage Default Management Tools;   
Role of Financial Institutions

Support for Businesses
  Supporting Canadian Businesses Through the Canada Account
  Helping Businesses Keep Their Workers
  Flexibility for Businesses Filing Taxes
  Ensuring Businesses have Access to Credit
  Supporting Financial Market Liquidity

Measure 2020-2021
Cost/Impact

Implementa

Emergency Care Benefit Up to $10
billion

Early April
*requires Ro
Assent

Emergency Support Benefit Up to $5
billion

Early April
*requires Ro
Assent

GST Credit $5.5 billion By Early Ma
*requires Ro
Assent

Enhanced Canada Child Benefit $1.9 billion May 
* requires R
Assent

Temporary Business Wage Subsidy $3.8 billion Immediately
Supporting
legislation to
follow

Canada Student Loan Payments $190 million Early April
* requires R
Assent

Support for Indigenous Communities $305 million April
*requires Ro
Assent

Support for people experiencing homelessness
(through Reaching Home)

$157.5
million

April
*requires Ro
Assent

Support for women’s shelters and sexual assault
centres including on reserve

$50 million April
*requires Ro
Assent

Lower Registered Retirement Income Fund Minimum
Withdrawal Amounts

$495 million Immediately
Supporting

Other supports   

Flexibility for individual and corporate taxpayers (tax
payment deferral until September)

$55 billion Immediately

Business Credit Availability Program (BCAP) through
BDC and EDC

$10 billion + Immediately

Credit and liquidity support through financial Crown
corporations, Bank of Canada, OSFI, CMHC and
commercial lenders (e.g., Domestic Stability Buffer,
Insured Mortgage Purchase Program, Banker’s
Acceptance Purchase Facility)

In the range
of $500
billion

Immediately
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Additional Space 
Needed For Town Staff

During the 2020 Budget process, 
staff brought forward the option 
of leasing a modular office for 
a cost of $150,000  that would 
accommodate approximately 
6 to 8 work-stations. Staff had 
initially considered either the 
Beaver Valley Community Centre 
or the Tomahawk Operations 
Centre as possible locations. 

The updated request by Staff 
are recommending that the Town 
lease office space in the King’s 
Court Plaza instead. The location 
provides Highway 26 “King 
Street” presence, significant 
parking availability, line of sight 
to Town Hall which provides 
ease of Information Technology 
connectivity for staff.

The proposed placement of the 
Town’s Economic Development 
and Communications Depart-
ment  staff  including:  the  Manager 
of Economic Development  and 
Communications, Communic-
ation Strategy and Economic 
Development Strategy staff as 
well as the Attainable Housing 
Corporation Executive Director. 

The office space has been laid 
out to accommodate 7 staff 
workstations to be located within 
the leased office space while also 
providing staff meeting space.

Staff have negotiated a 
30-month lease that would 
begin in April of 2020 for a 
total of $45,000 plus utilities, 
estimated at $3,800, over the 
30-month lease. Internet and 
Corporate Connectivity is 

BVO News Release
Beaver Valley Outreach wishes 

the public to know that, in 
response to COVID-19 concerns 
for our staff, volunteers and our 
community, we are temporarily 
closing the Treasure Shop, 
including the donation bins, 
while we consider all of the 
available information and are 
able to put best practices in 
place.

Our emergency services are still 
available, though our children’s 
programs are closed. Phone calls 
and emails will be monitored by 
our Administrative and Seniors’ 
staff.  

We ask that anyone with a 
cough, cold or fever, or anyone 
who has been outside the 
country in the last 14 days, not 
enter the building. Instead, those 
needing assistance should call 
519-599-2577, ext. 122.  

Thank you for your co-operation 
during this time. 

www.bvo.ca

estimated at $8,000. The total 
lease, plus utilities and Corporate 
Connectivity, is estimated at 
$56,800. Additional costs to 
provide 2 enclosed office spaces 
and one enclosed meeting space 
is estimated at $4,800.

Additional furniture for staffing 
is estimated at $6,000 for the 7 
staff workstations.

The total costs for preferred 
option as recommended is 
$67,600. 

The Attainable Housing 
Corporation will pay their share 
of the space. 

www.thebluemountains.ca

Help Needed at 
Foodland with  new rules

John White, on behalf of the 
TC Rotary Club is organizing 2 
hour shifts for cleaning carts at 
Foodland.  Foodland has been 
a huge supporter of all events 
in town and if you can help call 
John 289-230 -5345 or email 
johnwhite1250@gmail.com

Brian Leduc of Foodland is 
offering gift cards for food or a 
donation to your charity. 

And if you would like a job there 
we are sure Brian has plenty of 
application forms.
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WE CAN ALL DO OUR PART IN PREVENTING THE 
SPREAD OF COVID-19. FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

 1-833-784-4397  phac.info.aspc@canada.ca canada.ca/coronavirus

SELF-MONITORING SELF-ISOLATION ISOLATION 

You have:

ff no symptoms

AND

ff a history of possible exposure 
to the novel coronavirus that 
causes COVID-19, in the last  
14 days

You have:

ff no symptoms 

AND

ff a history of possible exposure 
to the novel coronavirus due  
to travel outside of Canada or 
close contact with a person 
diagnosed with COVID-19 

You have:

ff symptoms, even if mild

AND

ff you have been diagnosed  
with COVID-19 or are waiting 
for the results of a lab test  
for COVID-19

SELF-MONITOR means to:

ff monitor yourself for  
14 days for one or more 
symptoms of COVID-19 

ff go about your day but avoid 
crowded places and increase 
your personal space from 
others, whenever possible 

SELF-ISOLATE means to:

ff stay at home and monitor 
yourself for symptoms,  
even if mild, for 14 days 

ff avoid contact with other 
people to help prevent the 
spread of disease in your home 
and in your community in the 
event you become symptomatic

To be ISOLATED means to:

ff stay at home until your Public 
Health Authority advises you 
that you are no longer at risk of 
spreading the virus to others

ff avoid contact with other people 
to help prevent the spread of 
disease in your home and in your 
community, particularly people 
at high risk of severe illness 
outcomes such as older adults  
or medically vulnerable people

You need to self-monitor if:

ff you have reason to believe  
you have been exposed to  
a person with COVID-19

OR

ff you are in close contact with 
older adults or medically 
vulnerable people

OR

ff you have been advised  
to self-monitor for any  
other reason by your  
Public Health Authority

Self-isolate if:

ff you have travelled outside of 
Canada within the last 14 days

OR

ff your Public Health Authority 
has identified you as a  
close contact of someone 
diagnosed with COVID-19

You need to isolate if:

ff you have been diagnosed  
with COVID-19 

OR

ff you are waiting to hear the 
results of a laboratory test  
for COVID-19

OR

ff you have been advised  
to isolate at home for  
any other reason by your  
Public Health Authority

If you develop symptoms, isolate 
yourself from others immediately 
and contact your Public Health 
Authority as soon as possible

If you develop symptoms,  
even if mild, stay home, avoid 
other people and contact your  
Public Health Authority as soon  
as possible

If your symptoms get worse, 
immediately contact your 
healthcare provider or  
Public Health Authority  
and follow their instructions

KNOW THE DIFFERENCE: SELF-MONITORING, 
SELF-ISOLATION, AND ISOLATION FOR COVID-19

SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19

DIFFICULTY 
BREATHING

FEVER COUGH
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